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Differences between the Gospel of Thomas and the New Testament Gospels

Thomas New Testament

Jesus A wise teacher: divine, but not 
necessarily human

Divine and Human (Mt. 14:33, 
Mk. 2:5-10, Lk. 22:67-71, Jn. 1:1, 
14)

Messiah Jesus is not the Messiah 
predicted by the Jewish 
prophets (52)

Jesus is the Messiah of the Old 
Testament prophets

Salvation By learning secret knowledge 
(39) and looking inward (70)

By looking outward in faith to 
Jesus (Mark 5:34, Luke 7:51, John 
6:47)

Kingdom of 
God

Internal only Internal aspect (Lk. 17:21) but also 
a clearly imminent, literal, future 
expectation (Lk. 9:27, 10:9)

Nature of God Many gods (30), possibly even 
some form of pantheism (77)

One God (Mk. 12:29)

Salvation Can save oneself by learning 
secret knowledge and looking 
inward (3, 70)

Can’t save oneself, must look 
outward to Jesus (Jn. 6:47)

Body Physical body is bad, but the 
spiritual is good (114)

The physical body is not 
inherently evil since it will be 
resurrected (Lk. 24:39, Jn. 2:19-21)

Resurrection Not central to message Central to message (Mt. 12:39-40, 
John 2:19-21)

Women Strongly anti-feminine (114) Pro-feminine (Gospel of Mark)

Hebrew Bible Jesus does not fulfill Scripture 
(52)

Jesus fulfills Scripture (Mt. 4:4, 
Mk. 14:27, Lk. 4:8, Jn. 10:35)
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Is the Gospel of Thomas a Gnostic Gospel?

There is debate within the scholarly community regarding whether the Gospel of 
Thomas is a Gnostic document. In fact, the Gnostic scholar, Elaine Pagels, changed her 
views after years of studying the Gospel of Thomas. She now thinks that it is not a 
Gnostic document. However, in line with many other scholars, it seems best to 
conclude that it at least contains some Gnostic-like ideas such as salvation by secret 
knowledge, the extreme asceticism or disdain for the bodily appetites, polytheism, the 
reference to the bridal chamber, the idea of a heavenly teaching Christ who may not 
necessarily be human, etc. Thomas also places little emphasis on the value of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. This was certainly in line with Gnostic thinking. Even if Thomas 
is not Gnostic, it appears to have vast similarities with “Gnosticism” as broadly 
defined.

Adapted from: https://carm.org/questions-about-the-gospel-of-thomas 
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