Rembrandt, The Blinding of Samson (detail)

Session 5: March 11: Conquest; Judges; David

Assignment:

Kugel, p. 365-385 (Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan)
Joshua 6 (the walls of Jericho)

JSB. p. 498 (map of tribes)

Kugel, p. 387-390 (intro to Judges)

Judges 16:4-31 (Samson and Delialah)

Kugel, p. 396-401 (Samson; Who Were the Philistines)
Kugel, p. 413-416 (The Lord is King)

1 Samuel 17 (David and Goliath)

Kugel, p. 451-457 (Saul’s Rival David)

Kugel, p. 480-492) (David the King)

Kugel, p. 494-501 (Tamar; Absalom; Abishaq; succession)

Optional Reading:
Kugel, p. 418-435 (the origins of YHWH)
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YHWH's instructions to Joshua (Deuteronomy 20)

16 [Moses:] But as for the towns of these peoples that the Lord your God
is giving you as an inheritance, you must not let anything that breathes
remain alive. 17 You shall annihilate them—the Hittites and the Amorites,
the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites—just as
the Lord your God has commanded, 18 so that they may not teach you to
do all the abhorrent things that they do for their gods, and you thus sin
against the Lord your God.

Joshua conquers (Joshua 10)

40 So Joshua defeated the whole land, the hill country and the Negeb and
the lowland and the slopes, and all their kings; he left no one remaining,
but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel
commanded.

[but: Joshua 16]

10 They did not, however, drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer:
so the Canaanites have lived within Ephraim to this day but have been
made to do forced labor.

[Judges 1]

21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that
inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwelt with the children of Benjamin
in Jerusalem, unto this day.

[Judges 2]

3 Wherefore [an angel of the Lord] also said: ‘I will not drive them out
from before you; but they shall be unto you as snares, and their gods shall
be a trap unto you.’

Renewal of the covenant (Joshua 24)

2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel: ...

8 “Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other
side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and I handed them over to you,
and you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you.”
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14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.”

22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves
that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among
you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 The people
said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will
obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made
statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
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